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in. philanthropy, charities and social 

PROBLEMS. 

The Glasgow Family Home.— The London Municipal Journal 
recently published an account of the Municipal Family Home in 
Glasgow, expressing surprise that no municipal authority in England 
has thought fit to follow its example. The object in establishing the 
Family Home was to make provision for those who, through the 
unfortunate death of a husband or a wife, are unable to struggle with 
the up-bringing of a family of small children. It was originally 
designed to accommodate both sexes, but after two or three years* 
experience, it was found desirable to limit its facilities to men— the 
committee being of the opinion that men left with children are more 
helpless than widows under similar circumstances. The house con- 
tains 160 single bedrooms, plainly furnished, each capable of accom- 
modating one adult and three children; a common dining room, a 
kitchen with gas fires and steam cooking boilers, baths and lavatories. 
The rent of a bedroom varies from 4s. to 55. per week, according to the 
number of children occupying the room with the parent. Regular 
meals are cooked and supplied to the inmates at the lowest possible 
charges. 

Exemption of Hospital for Injuries to Paying Patient.— The 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals has decided in the case of 
Powers vs. The Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital, that the fact 
that a public hospital chartered as a charitable corporation exacts 
and receives a pecuniary consideration from a patient does not 
affect its character as a charitable institution, or its rights or 
liabilities as such in relation to such patient. The court held that the 
payment to a hospital for treatment and care was in the nature of 
charitable aid to the hospital, and was not to be considered as full 
compensation for the services rendered. A paying patient stands 
precisely as if he had been admitted without payment, both seeking 
and receiving the services of a public charity. Such patient admitted 
to a charity hospital cannot recover judgment against the hospital for 
injuries caused by the negligence of a nurse employed therein 
provided due care has been used by the hospital in selecting the 
nurse. 

Organized Charity in Hawaii.— The Associated Charities of 
Hawaii, which was established on March 17, 1899, has its headquarters 
in Honolulu. There are eighteen affiliated societies, and the Asso- 
ciated Charities appears likely to perform a useful service, notwith- 
standing the fact that there is comparatively little real destitution in 
the islands. 
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Employment in New York.— The Bulletin of the New York 

Department of Labor reports that the returns from the labor organi- 
zations for the months of April, May and June show that employment 
in that state was better during the past summer than in any of the 
past five years. 

Child Labor in the South.— The owners of cotton mills in Georgia 
have taken steps toward the restriction of child labor. They have put 
into effect an agreement that no child under twelve years of age, except- 
ing children of widowed mothers or physically disabled parents without 
other means of support, shall be allowed to work in mills, unless a certifi- 
cate is shown of school attendance for four months in the year. It is 
also agreed that no child under ten years of age shall be allowed to work 
in mills either day or night. The following paragraph, added to the 
general agreement on child labor, was posted in the Lindale branch 
of the Massachusetts Mills, near Rome: "The Massachusetts Mills in 
Georgia have built and equipped a first-class school in which every 
child in the village can be educated without one cent of expense to 
the child's family, and although we cannot compel the attendance of 
children of school age, it is earnestly requested by the management of 
this company that every such child attend." 

The mill owners of South Carolina have also petitioned the legisla- 
ture for a minimum age limit of ten years for day work and twelve for 
night work, and urge the enactment of a compulsory education law. 

Insurance of Paupers and Child Insurance.— The Lawrence, 
Mass., Telegram intimates that local undertakers not infrequently 
administer the estates of those who have been supported by the city 
in the almshouse. It appears that the undertakers bury the paupers 
and then take over their life insurance to recompense themselves. 
Inquiry seems to show, says the Boston Advertiser, that the practice is 
not peculiar to Lawrence. It is certain that in New York City under- 
takers often take possession of insurance documents and pay over to 
the survivors what is left after the deduction of the funeral expenses. 
It may well be that the community would not begrudge to undertakers 
any insurance which they may be able to collect on the death of 
adult paupers. The effect, however, of child insurance in stimulating 
extravagant funerals is a more serious matter, and has not received 
the attention it deserves in the consideration of the vexed subject of 
child insurance. 

In this connection it may not be amiss to notice that the city of St. 
Paul has contracted for the burial of its pauper dead for the ensuing 
year at the rate of $1.05 for adults and seventy-five cents for infants. 
The estimated cost of a burial, including a stained pine coffin, is $3, 
yet at these prices there is stated to be profit for the contractor. There 
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is sufficient contrast to stimulate reflection between the amounts 
named and the $125 and $150 frequently expended by people whose 
savings do not amount to a week's income, and whose dearly bought 
insurance slightly exceeds the extravagant amounts thus expended. 

Report on Penal Codes of France, Germany, and Japan. — A 
report prepared by Mr. Samuel J. Barrows, Commissioner for the 
United States on the International Prison Commission, and presented 
to Congress by the Secretary of State, has been issued from the Gov- 
ernment Printing Office. It relates to the Penal Code of France, Ger- 
many, Belgium, and Japan, and consists of monographs prepared by 
specialists in the countries named. It appears that in its ideals of 
prison administration Japan ranks with the most progressive nations 
of Europe. It has centralized its prison administration, securing the 
resultant advantages of uniformity and economy. It has established 
a school for the training of higher prison officers, with a program in 
penology, prison hygiene, criminal psychology, and other pertinent 
subjects. Amended prison regulations provide a more liberal diet, par- 
ticipation by prisoners in their earnings, and the congregate system 
of labor. An association for the purpose of improving the prisons 
was established in Japan in 1888. It now has a membership of 10,000 
and publishes a monthly magazine. There are also twenty-five socie- 
ties for aiding discharged convicts. In the other three countries in 
the report, modern revisions have eliminated the harsher measures 
of the code, which, however, still continues to furnish the basis of 
French penal law. Mr. Barrows' report, however, traces influences 
from Roman sources and indicates the changes which have been dic- 
tated by the more humane modern spirit. 

Charities of Porto Rico. — The first annual report of the Governor 
of Porto Rico for the year ending May 1, 1901, contains some inter- 
esting information concerning the progress made in the development 
and organization of the charities of the island in the ten months begin- 
ning April 30, 1900, during which period there was a Board of Chari- 
ties existing under authority of the military government. In the 
schools for orphan children at Santurce, the sanitary improvements 
were entirely reconstructed, the schools being closed for two months, 
teachers dismissed and new ones employed. Under the new direction, 
industries were introduced of what appear to be of a suitable character. 
The insane asylum was enlarged and improved and contains 154 
inmates evenly divided between the sexes. The condition of the 
lepers, of whom there are probably about sixty on the island, early 
claimed attention. After careful consideration and investigation the 
Isla de Cabras, at the entrance of the harbor of San Juan, was selected 
as a place suitable for their colonization, buildings were fitted up and 
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the lepers were removed to the colony in November of last year. At 
the time of the report there were seventeen leprous persons there 
attended by the necessary employees. The remaining lepers then at 
large on the island were soon to be conveyed to the colony. 

The hospitals of Porto Rico are not directly under insular control, 
their support, inspection and government being left to the local author- 
ities in each municipality. In the sixty-six municipal districts there 
are forty hospitals or structures which are called by that name. In 
many cases they are mere sheds without proper equipment or attend- 
ants. There are also nineteen asylums in which the same defects pre- 
vail. More than half the population of the island is unprovided with 
any sort of hospital accommodation. The governor in his report sug. 
gests that the whole subject of hospitals and asylums throughout the 
island would be much better managed if it were placed under the con- 
trol of the Board of Health and the Director of Charities, and that a 
complete reform and reasonable efficiency cannot be expected until 
this is done. There is much to be done in the care of the blind, para- 
lytic, epileptic, and other incurables, also of the aged paupers and 
other unfortunates for which the current revenues are at present inade- 
quate. 

Lack of Bathing Facilities in Chicago.— From reports of the vol- 
untary inspectors working in the tenement-house districts of Chicago 
it has been ascertained that ninety per cent of the flat buildings in the 
ghetto and other tenement districts are unprovided with bath tubs. 
These buildings in which the tenants are given no opportunity to bathe 
are occupied by over 180,000 persons, according to the estimates made 
by the officials of the health department. 

The bathing facilities that are provided for the 20,000 other persons 
who reside in the tenement houses are not of the best. In many of 
the flat buildings a score of families are compelled to use the one bath 
tub that has been placed in one part of the building. The medical 
inspectors declare that on warm days the members of the various fami- 
lies occupying the tenement houses can be found limp in front of the 
bath-room doors waiting their chance to bathe. 

Illinois State Board of Charities.— The letters of Miss Julia C. 
Lathrop and Dr. Emil J. Hirsch tendering their resignations as mem- 
bers of the State Board of Charities of Illinois, which are published 
in full in the Charities of August 17, are worthy of careful considera- 
tion in all communities in which charitable institutions are still con- 
trolled by political influences. 

List of Charity Organization Societies.— The annual report of 
the New York Charity Organization Society publishes a list of charity 
organization societies in America which are in correspondence with 
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each other as occasion arises. The list which will be published in 
the forthcoming report will contain the names of about twenty 
societies which have not previously appeared. The list is rigidly 
revised each year and societies from whom information as to location, 
name of corresponding offices, etc., cannot be obtained, are omitted. 
It is requested that any who may see this notice and who know of 
any new societies whether called by the name of associated charities, 
charity organization society, or any similar title, will communicate 
with the editor of this department. 

Change In Character of Insanity. — The superintendent of a state 
asylum in New England reports a marked change in the character of 
insanity in recent years. Thirty years ago the maniacal patients, or 
those with symptoms of excitement, were twice the number of those 
exhibiting mental depression or melancholia. Among the patients 
admitted during the last seven years, the number of cases character- 
ized by depression has been larger by far than the maniacal cases. 
The reports of the New York State Commission in Lunacy for the 
past four or five years report similar observations and especially note 
the change in general paresis from the exalted to the depressed 
symptoms. The point is of social significance generally, as well as 
pathological, indicating the progress of degeneracy as well as the 
sources and character of modern mental strain. 

Conference on Poor Relief and Charity in Germany.— The 
annual meeting of the German Union for Poor Relief and Charity was 
held September 1 1 to 14, at Liibeck. The topics discussed were as 
follows: (1) "Poor Relief in Foreign Lands," by Miinsterberg; (2) 
" The Relations of Official Relief to the Insurance Departments," by 
Olshausen and Helling; (3) " Social Extension of Care of the Poor," 
by Flesch and Soetbeer; (4) " Care of the Household in Distress," 
by V. Hollander; (5) "The Task of Poor Relief in Respect to In- 
ebriates," by Sauter and Waldschtnidt. 

The Canadian Conference. — The Fourth Canadian Conference of 
Charities and Correction was held in Toronto, September 25, Mr. 
Alexander Johnson, of Fort Wayne, Ind., was present by special 
invitation and gave a number of addresses. Among the subjects 
receiving special attention at the conference were Child's Saving, 
Organization and Co-operation, and Prison Reform. Mr. A. Brown, 
of Hamilton, was elected president for the ensuing year and Dr. Rose- 
brugh, of Toronto, remains secretary. 
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